Floor Speech on CAFTA

Mr. Carnahan: Mr. Speaker, | rise this morning to address my strong opposition to the Central
American Free Trade Agreement. | oppose CAFTA not because | oppose trade, but because |
oppose unfair trade agreements that fail to stand up for our national economic interests and
protect American jobs.

There are a number of problems with this agreement that make it impossible for me and many
of my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to support it. The blatant deficiencies regarding
environmental standards, labor standards, and our agriculture interests are the most glaring.

Now, this Congress can consider the CAFTA proposal only on an up-or-down vote with no
amendments allowed. Entering into an agreement that does not require the Central American
countries to strengthen their environmental laws does a disservice to the workers and citizens of
all countries involved.

Our choice is clear, Mr. Speaker. | urge each of my colleagues to reject this unfair trade
agreement and send our representatives back to renegotiate a better deal for the American
people.




